
Dear Friends of CILAS,

Welcome to the first issue of our bi-monthly newsletter,
intended to keep you updated on our progress in
implementing a challenging and innovative liberal arts
programme in Cairo, Egypt.

In our first issue you can find out about the Open Day we
recently held, our current activities surrounding funding,
applications and what are fellows are up to.

Wehad our firstOpenDay on the 8th of June andhad a sign-
up list of about25people.Unfortunately only about aquarter
of the people turned up, but still, the day was not lost. We
showed our prospective students the building and explained
CILAS and its curriculum to them.With the participation of
our volunteers and some friends here in Cairo we managed
to have 2 lively Discussion Based Learning (DBL) sessions.

Feedback we got for the Open Day was very positive and we
are currently organising ourselves to hold a series of open
Saturdays for people to participate in drop-in DBL sessions
and find out more about CILAS from the directors.

In other news, we’re still working hard on finding funding for
the programme and student recruitment. Our online
application is still open on the website and we’ve now
launched our interview stage too. We had our first student
interview on Tuesday last week and look forward to meeting
some of the other prospective students in the weeks to come.

With the exceptionof 1 spot that is still beingdiscussed,we
have our 2013-2014 fellows, all of whom are amazing-
check them out here: www.ci-las.org/
fellows-2013-2014.html . They are currently immersed in
course design, communicating with each other from all
over the world.

We are in the process of creating a ‘Friends of CILAS’
mailing list, so please sign up for that if you would like to
receive updates on our progress and announcements for
events. We should have it organised by the end of this
week.

Also very exciting; Karim is currently in Tunisia at a
conference on educational challenges and visions in the
MENA region where he will be presenting CILAS- Good
luck to him!

That’s about it from Cairo at the moment- please dont
hesitate to get in touch with questions or comments.

Karim and Alexandra.
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We are currently drafting documents for funding and
accreditation and hope to organise some fundraising
events both in Egypt and abroad. The Serious Beans are
holding an end of year concert in Maastricht at the
beginning of July and will be presenting CILAS and
collecting donations for the project. If any of you would
like to get involved in fundraising,wedefinitely encourage
you to do so! Please also don’t forget to keep sharing (and
donating to) our online crowdfunding page
www.gofundme.com/2vhj9s


