
Memory/Haunting - Concerning Ghostly Matters
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Sherif Younes, in his book “Protests of Resignation and Creation of Nasser’s Worship” (2005)
argues that we can understand the majority of the Egyptian people as a ghost, omnipresent in
the discourse of the political regime but without any real or tangible in�luence. �is course
thinks about haunting, ghosts and the feelings they invoke in the context of Egypt and the
Middle East/North Africa. In this course, we aim to think through how a focus on haunting and
feeling promises ways of capturing contradictions, impossibility, hope, defeat, and a whole
range of political beliefs and practices that might slip out of view when we use a narrow
definition of political, social and economic transformation.

Haunting has multiple genealogies, including work on the a�termath of con�lict in East Asia, the
a�terlives of enslavement in the Americas, and work on the defeat of communism and the
spectre that emerges from it. In her book Ghostly Matters (2008), Avery Gordon eloquently shows
us how following the sounds, pictures and appearances of ghosts allow us to decode the un-seen
and un-narrated social, political and economic dimensions of contemporary inequality and
violence. �e viscerality of haunting and the ghosts of past revolutions also bring to life the
question of feeling. Lately, scholars, writers and activists have paid increasing attention to
emotions, feelings, sensory experiences and, more broadly, a�fect across the Middle East and
North Africa. �e course thinks with and through these experiences in order to explore forms of
history-telling that are “rich with emotional knowledges,” (Million 2009).



�e course re�lects on the following questions:
● How might we understand the appearance and disappearance of “ghosts” and what

might they signify?
● How might we follow, converse or study these ghosts, methodologically and analytically?
● How might theories of a�fect and feeling help in understanding the appearance of ghosts

and how they are experienced by a variety of people?
● How might a�fective experiences be connected to acts of remembering, acts of forgetting

and the limits of the imagination around political struggle?
● How might we trace the intangible ways in which feelings, states and emotive

experiences shape political and economic processes?
● How can we use haunting as an alternative way of knowledge production, and how

might this build on calls to de-centre Western epistemologies and ontologies?

Tentative �low

1. Why ghosts and how do they appear?
2. Western academia and its ghosts
3. �inking against the ghost as a metaphor
4. Travelling with ghosts; absences, archives and methodologies
5. Feeling knowledge
6. Political disappointment
7. Space and violence
8. Conclusion

Timing

Tuesdays 17.00 - 19.00; eight weeks
July 15 - September 15
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