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Course Description:  
 
This course will build towards an anthropological understanding of wounds through an interrogation of the 
relationship between social theory, medical humanities, and urban studies. We will trace the relationship 
between the wounds inhered within our bodies and the wounds inhered in urban landscapes and reflect on 
the possibilities of approaching wounds as containers for past-present histories. What might such an 
understanding of wounds tell us about the worlds that our wounded bodies and wounded cities refuse and of 
the worlds that they (re)make? How do we theorize our wounds by way of ethnographic research? And how 
might this approach to wounds inform the ways in which knowledge production, artistic practices, and 
communal caregiving can be reinvented?  
 
Weekly discussions will incorporate assigned materials from Cairo and Palestine-inspired visual, musical, and 
literary arts as well as medical humanities, urban studies, contemporary social theory, intellectual history, and 
the histories of modern medicine in North Africa and Southwest Asia. This course will also offer the class an 
opportunity to read canonized texts in contemporary social theory with an attunement to their relationship to 
psychiatry. Many revisited texts in contemporary social theory—whether by Fanon, Deleuze and Guattari, 
Lacan, Foucault, and others—are inextricable from the intellectual environment that (co)produced the radical 
psychiatry and institutional psychotherapy movements. Together, we will consider the questions that emerge 
when we revisit this relationship.  
 
An underlying thematic throughout the course is the relationship between art, anthropology, and community-
oriented clinical practices. We will consider their enmeshments as well as their shared methodologies, 
theoretical concerns, and political stakes. To this end, as we build towards our final projects, we will encourage 
one another to explore methodologies of collective knowledge production—with academics, artists, and 
healthcare practitioners.  
 
Course Instructor:  
 
Ayah Abo-Basha is a writer, researcher, and medical anthropologist. Her work extends from her research on 
caregiving relationships and fieldwork tracing Palestinian prisoners’ hunger-strikes. She is interested in the 
questions posed when we unravel the “outside of” status of people with carceral experiences and/or mental 
illness and position them – the wounds they carry with them, the worlds they refuse, and the worlds they 
(re)make– as constitutive of the social we all inhabit. Her ethnographic approach attends to the wounds 
inhered within our bodies and within our urban landscapes. She is invested in forms of collective knowledge 
production with anthropologists, artists, and healthcare practitioners. 
 
Ayah studied medical anthropology at Princeton University after completing a post-MA visiting fellowship at 
the University of Witwatersrand’s City Institute in Johannesburg. She holds an MA in anthropology from the 
American University in Cairo and a BA in anthropology from Washington University in St. Louis.  
 
Enrollment fee waivers and sliding scale payment:  
 
For this particular course, arrangements have been made to waive the full enrollment fee for two students: 
one student from Gaza and one student from Sudan residing in Egypt.  
 
In addition, the course will be offered with a sliding scale payment option for all other students 
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Tentative Course Flow (8 weeks)  
 
 
 
Week One | The dialectic of psychic-political   
 

• Watch: Our Lucky Hours by Martine Deyres.  France, Switzerland, Belgium, 77', 2019. Trailer.  
• Watch:  The Battle of Algiers. Pontecorvo, G. (1966). Rizzoli. Selected clips.    

____ 

- Robcis, Camille. (2020). “Frantz Fanon, Institutional Psychotherapy, and the Decolonization of 
Psychiatry.” Journal of the History of Ideas 81(2), 303-325.  

- Fanon, Frantz (2004). “Colonial War and Mental Disorders.” In The Wretched of the Earth. New York: 
Grove Press. Excerpts.  

- Daqqa, Walid. (2010). “Consciousness Molded or the Re-identification of Torture,” in Abeer Baker 
and Anat Matar, (eds), Threat: Palestinian Political Prisoners in Israel (2011). Excerpts. 

 
Optional (or future bookmarks):  
 
- Podcast: “Camille Robcis- Uncovering Radical Psychiatry and Institutional Psychotherapy in 

Postwar France.”  March 2023.  Mad in America: Rethinking Mental Health.  
- Hawa, Kaleem. (2024). “Like a Bag Trying to Empty: On the Palestinian Prisoner and Martyr Walid 

Daqqa.” Parapraxis. From the River to the Sea Palestine Issue: 2023-2024.  
- Salih, Arwa. (2018). The Stillborn: Notebooks of a Woman from the Student-Movement Generation in Egypt. 

(Samah Selim, Trans). London: Seagull Books. Excerpts 
- Salih, Tayeb (2003). Season of migration to the north (D. Johnson-Davies, Trans.). Penguin Classics. 

Excerpts.  
  .رشنلاو ةعابطلل يقاسلا راد .ةیروسلا نوجسلا يفً اماع١٦ !بابش ای صلاخلاب .حلاص جاحلا نیسای -

 
 
Week Two | Institutional psychotherapy and the misapprehension of psychosis  
 

- Reggio, David; Novello, Mauricio & Oury, Jean (2007). “Interview: Jean Oury: The hospital is ill.”  
Radical Philosophy 143. Excerpts. 

- El Shakry, Omnia. (2017). The Arab Freud: Psychoanalysis and Islam in modern Egypt. Princeton 
University Press.  Excerpts. 

- Hochberg, Gil Z. (2021). Becoming Palestine: Toward an Archival Imagination of the Future. Durham, NC: 
Duke University Press. Excerpts.  
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Week Three | The sound of wounds   

• Listen: Wade in the water by Ella Jenkins  
• Listen: Selected Songs and quotes by Hamza Abu Quneis by Maazef   

____ 

   رصم ىدم .ضرلأا فوج يف اودوعی مل نمَل .ارًجح حبصُت نأ  .٢٠٢٤ ویلوی ٢٦ .ينادرولا مثیھ -
 فزاعم .صنیق وبأ ةزمح ءاثر يف | دیھشلا ينإ !يلثمك نم .٢٠٢٤ ربوتكأ ١٧ .ىسوم رمع -

 
- Du Bois, W. E. B. The Souls of Black Folk (2008). B. H. Edwards, Ed. Oxford University Press. 

Excerpts. 
 

Optional (or future bookmarks):  
  .زیزو .يلعلا لاون و ينادرولا مثیھ نیب راوح | رطخلا تاقوأ يف ملاكلا نع :  :تساكدوب -

- Mosallam, Alia (2021). “Ya ‛aziz ‛aini ana bidi arawwah baladi …’: Voyages of an Egyptian tune – 
from estrangement at home to longing on the fronts of the First World War” in Gorman, A. , & 
Irving, S. (Ed.). Cultural Entanglement in the Pre-Independence Arab World: Arts, Thought and Literature. 
London: I.B. Tauris.  

- Fahmy, Ziad. Street Sounds: Listening to Everyday Life in Modern Egypt. Stanford University Press, 2020.  
Excerpts.  
 

 

Week Four | Our wounded cities   

• Watch: يجوملا حاجن ءانغو يوانفحلا يماس ناحلأ ،باجح دیس تاملك "بضغلا مایأ " ملیف نم "يامورتلا ع ىقب انل ملس  
and selected advertisements for the film.  

• Sit with: Frazier, Latoya Ruby. The Notion of Family. New York: Aperture, 2016. Excerpts 
• Sit with: ElNemr, Rana. “The Balcony Series, 2002- Ongoing.” Selected details.  

____ 

- Khalil, Omnia. (2024). “Securitizing the urban geography: Cairo between destruction and 
construction,” featuring artwork by Azza Ezzat. Funambulist. From “Bulldozer Politics,” Issue 56: 
November- December 2024.  

- Abourahme, Nasser. (2015). “Assembling and spilling-over: Towards an ‘ethnography of cement' in 
a Palestinian Refugee Camp.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 39(2): 200-217. 
March.  

 
Optional (or future bookmarks):  
- Abourahme, Nasser (2020). “The Camp.” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. 

40(1): 35-42. 
- Simone, AbdouMaliq (2004). For the City Yet to Come: Changing African Life in Four Cities. Durham, 

Duke University Press. Excerpts.  
- Stavrides, Stavros. (2019). Towards the City of Thresholds. Common Notions.  
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Week Five | Theorizing the state vis-à-vis the modern hospital   
 

- Fahmy, Khaled (2018). In Quest of Justice: Islamic Law and Forensic Medicine in Modern Egypt. Oakland: 
University of California Press. Excerpts. 

- Tanous, Osama (2021). “The hospital as a place of labor in a settler colonial setting: Palestine-Israel” 
Funambulist magazine. From “Spaces of Labor,” Issue 33: Feb 2021.  

- Foucault, Michel (1977). Discipline and Punish: The birth of the prison. New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1926-1984. Excerpts. 

- Deleuze, Gilles. (1990). “Postscript on Societies of Control.” October 59: 3–7. Excerpts. 
 

Optional (or future bookmarks):   
- Fahmy, Khaeld. (2018). “Behind the lines: Daily life in the camps,” All the Pasha's Men: Mehmed Ali, 

His Army, and the Making of Modern Egypt. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997. 
- Foucault, Michel. (2003).“The Lesson of the Hospitals,” The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of 

Medical Perception, trans. A.M. Sheridan. Abingdon: Routledge Classics. Excerpts. 
- Dewachi, Omar. (2017). Doctors without Empires: Ungovernable Life: Mandatory Medicine and Statecraft in 

Iraq. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
 

 
Week Six | Archival returns to the hospital   
 

• Sit with: Shomali, Faris.  The Game - Installation (2023). Part of the exhibition “Instant 
Modernism: On the Architectural Fabrication of Israel.” 
“ ًایرامعم لیئارسإ ةكربف نع :ةینلآا ةثادحلا“ ضرعم نم ءزج .)٢٠٢٣( يبیكرت لمع - ةبعللا .” 

• Sit with: Raad, Walid. The Atlas Group Archive (1989-2004). Selected details  
 
____ 

  .ناخ بتك :ةرھاقلا .تایزلا تایانع رثأ يف .٢٠١٩ .لاسرم نامیإ -
- Benjamin, Walter. (1968) “Theses on the Philosophy of History.” In Illuminations. New York: Schocken 

Books, 1968, pp. 253-264. Excerpts.  
- Hartman, Saidiya. V. (2019). Wayward lives, beautiful experiments: intimate histories of social upheaval. First 

edition.  W.W. Norton & Company.  Excerpts. 
 
Optional (or future bookmarks):  

- Agamben, Giorgio. The Fire and the Tale. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2017. 
- ElNemr, Rana (2022). The firesticks library.  
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Week Seven |Psychic Refusal    

• Watch:  "Geology of separation” (2023) by filmmakers Yosr Gasmi and Mauro Mazzocchi, | France/ 
Tunisia/Italy | 153 min | in Arabic, English, French, Italian with English and Arabic subtitles. 
Selected Clips  

____ 

- Sheehi, L. & Sheehi, S. (2022) Psychoanalysis under occupation: Practicing resistance in 
Palestine. New York, NY: Routledge. Excerpts. 

  .ينادرولا مثیھ تافطتقم .ةمركلا راد :ةرھاقلا .مونلا باتك .٢٠١٧ -
   ٢٠١٨ .نیطسلف ,سدقلا :لابئر راد جرعلأا لساب دیھشلا ملكت اذكھ :يتبوجأ تدجو -

Excerpts. Araj (2018)-Thus Spoke the Martyr Basel al -I Have Found My Answers  
 

Optional (or future bookmarks):  
- Jamjou, Hazem (April 5, 2021). “Liberation, Wonder, and the ‘Magic of the World’: Basel al-Araj’s I 

Have Found My Answers. Liberated texts. 
- Sheehi, L. & Stephen S. (March 14, 2022). “Psychoanalysis under occupation: New Texts out Now.” 

Jadaliyya.  
- HajYahia, Adam (2023). “The Principle of Return: The repressed ruptures of Zionist time.” 

Parapraxis. From the River to the Sea Palestine Issue: 2023-2024.  
- Abo-Basha, Ayah (May 24, 2018). “What does it mean to return, and return, and return?: On 

marching, hunger-strikes, and tennis rackets.” Mada Masr.  
 
 
 
Week Eight | Final Presentations  
______ 
 
Weeks nine and ten will be optional reading group meetings, depending on students’ desire to continue 
exploring the course themes through additional texts and artworks.  
 
Week Nine | Schizophrenia in contemporary social theory   
 

• Sit with:  Elfeky, Esraa (2024) “What is Beyond You / فرعا لا ان  Designed by: Aya Ayman ”.أ
published with the support of Gypsum Bursaries, 2024.  

____ 

- Deleuze, G., & Guattari, F. (1983). Anti-Oedipus: Capitalism and schizophrenia. University of 
Minnesota Press. Excerpts. 

- Dosse, Francois (2011). Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari: Intersecting Lives. trans. Deborah Glassman. 
New York: Columbia University Press. Excerpts. 

- Roudinesco, Elisabeth (1999). Jacques Lacan: An Outline of a Life, History of a System of Thought, trans. 
Barbara Bray. New York: Columbia University Press.  Excerpts. 

 
Optional (or future bookmarks):  
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- Deleuze, Gilles (1998). “Having an Idea in Cinema.” In Deleuze and Guattari: New Mappings in 
Politics, Philosophy, and Culture. Edited by Eleanor Kaufman and Kevin Jon Heller. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press. Excerpts.   

- Deleuze, Gilles (2006). “Desire and Pleasure.” In Two Regimes of Madness: Texts and Interviews 
1975-1995. New York: Semiotext(e), 2006. Excerpts.  

 
 
Week Ten | Staying with the wound  
 

• Sit with: ElNemr, Rana. Engrams of a Lunar Calendar. Feb - April 2023.  

___ 

- Glissant, Edouard. (1997). Poetics of relation. (B. Wing, Trans.). Ann Abor: The University of Michigan 
Press. Excerpts. 

- Abd El-Fattah, Alaa. (2021)., You have not yet been defeated: Selected writings 2011–2021. translated by a 
collective.  Seven Stories Press. Excerpts.  

Optional (or future bookmarks):  
   .ةیروھمجلا .ءاملا رضح اذإ .)٢٠٢١ لیربأ\ناسین ١٥( .يخوطلا لئان -

- Haraway, Donna. J. (2016). Staying with the trouble. Duke University Press.  
 
 


