On Motherhood: Between Gendered Identities and Tools of Resistance
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As motherhood has been the haunting ghost in women'’s life, it surely has constructed their
self-image and directed their gender performance. Mothering has been sold to the world as the
sacred mission that cannot be questioned or challenged. Yet, in real life, motherhood is not an
easy experience and its impact on selthood is complex. As such, it is crucial to trace and
deconstruct the centrality of this experience in the formation of the gendered selfhood. How has
this experience gained its complexity on a social level? What can it tell and convey about gender
performance and sexuality? And most importantly how was it used to bargain and maneuver
within social structures?
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In this course, we will maneuver between different academic pieces attempting to trace
mothering and motherhood as a social tool that formulates and constructs the gendered
subjectivity.
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As we visit different scholarly works, we will be able to unravel gendered structures and attempt
to make sense of the world around us through grounding our knowledge with an academic
theoretical framework that tackles gender as analytical categories. Throughout the course, we
will see how motherhood was extracted from the private realm and pushed to the public realm by
states and political systems to serve a national agenda. Moreover, we will trace how agency is
pivotal when we talk about gendered subjectivity. Finally, we are going to unpack how
motherhood and gender performance was crafted to serve as a tool of resistance.
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What to Expect:
This course is a discussion-based seminar. You are expected to be fully present and show the best

you can to make the discussion fruitful and insightful. This course does not only aim to
deconstruct the long-lived rigid image about motherhood but also to equip you with tools of



critical thinking and academic writing. Generally, you will be asked to do the readings, in
addition to providing a short reflection on the assigned readings. The flow of readings are
divided into 3 categories: first is the theoretical framework which will anchor our knowledge
about gender studies through unpacking notions like agency, power and negotiation of private
and public spheres. The second category will include the core readings that will guide our
discussions about motherhood and gender performativity. The last category will include thematic
readings and case studies to enrich our discussion and gain a detailed picture about the topic.
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